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Israel Prayer Tour
(continued)
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Of course, praying for Israel and all of the
people of that region was not the only reason for
the trip. We had an amazing time touring Old
Jerusalem, the Mount of Olives, the Dead Sea,
area, the Sea of Galilee and many other places. It
was definitely a spiritual pilgrimage for all of us.
Nothing can compare to standing on the Mount
of Beatitudes or visiting the Garden of Geth-
semane or walking down the Via Dolorosa.

Then there is the education that comes by
just visiting the only area in the world that I
know about in which Jews, Muslims, and Chris-
tians all coexist within just a few blocks of one
another. The atmosphere, ethnic food choices,
archaeology and history stir the heart of the spiri-
tual journeyer to ponder on the momentous
events and people of that place that changed the
entire world.

We had the privilege of meeting with Chris-
tian leaders in both Jerusalem and on Mount
Carmel, and we had the opportunity to pray in
locations that were dedicated to Christian inter-
cession. For example, the Jerusalem Prayer

What is Christian Science?
(Continued)

(Continued on Page 2)
about this religion.

First, Christian Science has nothing to do
with Scientology — This is a common miscon-
ception, and I was surprised to learn that the two
are unrelated.

Second, Christian Science is actually
based on the Bible - the very same Christian
Bible that I have read and studied throughout my
life. However, the Bible is read through the lens
of Science and Health, a guidebook and interpre-
tation of the Bible written by Mary Baker Eddy.
Her interpretations formed the tenets of this
religion, and the adherents consider them a nec-
essary revelation in order to properly understand
the Bible.

Next, Christian Science is centered on the
idea that man is not physical, but spiritual.
According to Science and Health: “Spirit is God,

Tower is on the fourteenth floor of a building that

overlooks modern
Jerusalem. The entire
floor is dedicated to the
purpose of intercession.

Psalm 122:6-7 oPray for the peace of
Jerusalem: iMay they prosper who

and man is His image and likeness. Therefore

man is not material; he
is spiritual”(S&H 468).
Based on the under-
standing that man is

We also had the privi-
lege of spending time
in prayer ministry at
Highway 19 Ministries
in Jerusalem and Kehi-
lat HaCarmel on Mount Carmel. There are amaz-
ing Christian ministries in Israel and it encour-
ages them when people come from other places
to pray for them and to pray for the country and
for the people they serve.

(Continued on Page 3)

Keila Rooks on a camel near the Dead Sea
(Photo by Charlie Kurtz)

love you. Peace be within your walls,
Prosperity within your palaces.i" Scientists claim  that

spiritual, Christian

matter - such as bone,
blood, and flesh - does
not exist. In accordance with this, Christian Sci-
entists believe that sin and sickness do not truly
exist. The consequences of sin and sickness are
only real as long as humans believe that they are
real. Therefore medicine is not encouraged.
Christian Science recognizes the impor-
tance of Jesus as a “way-shower”, but does not
affirm that Jesus was God in flesh. Jesus was,
in fact, “the way, the truth, and the life” (John
14:16), but Science and Health denies His divin-
ity. "Jesus is the name of the man who, more than
all other men, presented Christ, the true idea of
God, healing the sick and sinner and destroying
the power of death" (Science and Health, Mary
Baker Eddy, 473:10-17).

Christian Science does not believe in the
Christian Trinity. The threefold nature of God
is recognized by this church as “Life, Truth, and
Love” (Science and Health, 331:26-332:3). They
do not believe that God is Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, however. I was informed by one of my
Christian Science friends that the Holy Spirit of
the Bible does not refer to a person but instead to
“divine science”.

If you are confused at this point, don’t
worry. You are not alone. As I was learning all

of this, I felt as if I had entered a sort of meta-
physical, humanistic world. Which is pretty much
exactly the kind of world that Science and Health
really teaches. But based on my studies of the
Bible and the community of faith that I belong to,
however, I can discern flaws in this doctrine.

Growing up in a Christian tradition, I com-
pletely accept the idea that man is spiritual. The
fact that man is made in the image of God is
entirely Biblical and foundational to Christianity
(Genesis 1:26). This idea has been taken to the
extreme in Christian Science, however, and any-
thing like this which is taken to the extreme can
be heretical.

Furthermore, there is absolutely no place in
the Bible that Jesus healed anyone by telling him
or her to deny the reality of sickness
(Gatebreakers: Book One, 161). If Jesus truly
was the “way shower” and sickness really is a
false reality, wouldn’t Jesus have explicitly said
this to his followers?

Lastly, not only do I believe that the Bible
supports the Trinity, but I also cannot adhere to
any doctrine that denies the divinity of Jesus
Christ. This fact is supported in John 1:1 and
John 1:14, as well as numerous other passages.

More confusing than the doctrine of this
group, in my opinion, is the fact that people just
like you and me believe wholeheartedly that
Christian Science is the truth. With all of the
compassion they could muster, my new Christian
Science friends have tried to show me a “better
way”. This, of course, has been somewhat diffi-
cult for me to face.

In his book Metaphysics, Aristotle wrote: “It
is the mark of an educated mind to be able to
entertain a thought without accepting it.” This is
exactly what I was forced to do. I had to reflect
on ideas that were messy and difficult, and in the
process, my faith was strengthened.

My purpose in writing this article is not only
to inform readers about Christian Science. It also
is to encourage people to be bold and loving in
the face of religions that contradict their own. We
are called to be a light in the darkness, and con-
versation is a key component to spreading the
love of God. Of course we must approach these
conversations with heavenly wisdom (James
3:17), but we should also approach them with
love and genuine interest. We are called to be
missionaries in our communities, and sometimes
this can be as simple as showing interest in what
others are interested in.

Instead of fearing ideas that are different, we
need to equip ourselves with knowledge of the
Bible and engage in conversations and relation-
ships with people of other faiths.
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Israel Prayer Tour
(continued)

We stayed in three star hotels in Jerusalem,
Tiberias, and Haifa, ate good meals, and had
impacting devotions on a roof top in Jerusalem
and a balcony overlooking the Sea of Galilee,
and there were amazing divine encounters with
visitors to Israel and some of its citizens.

Roof top devotions in Jerusalem

Words and photos do not adequately de-
scribe the spiritual impartation that one receives
on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. It is as though
thousands of years of history and Judeo - Chris-
tian reality come alive. For Christians, modern
Israel does not diminish the ancient Israel of
Jesus’ time. His impact is seen everywhere.

Would you like to go to Israel? My hope is
to take intercessory prayer teams to Israel each
year as the Lord leads. Rather than a large tour
group, my aim is to take groups between 12 - 15
people. We can have fun, tour the great places
of Israel, and have spiritual impact upon a place
and people who are dear to the heart of God. If
you would like to receive information about
GBM'’s next trip to Israel, please contact me at
sfleming@gatebreakers.com.
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ExXxtend C

Gate Breaker Ministries is seeking help from
churches, youth groups, Christian schools and
individuals to raise funds. Over the years, GBM
has extended to influence Pakistan, Kenya, and
other nations with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

There are faithful contributors that are the
backbone of GBM and we could not do any of this
without them, but we can use even more help.

Would you prayerfully consider getting in-
volved to do one fund raiser in the next year on
behalf GBM? It would be greatly appreciated.

Money is an important factor in missions and
ministry. Paul writes to the Corinthians of a finan-
cial gift that they are about ready to give to poor
and suffering Christians in Jerusalem and says,
“God will give you much so that you can give away
much, and when we take your gifts to those who
need them they will break out into thanksgiving
and praise God for your help. So two good things
happen as a result of your gifts - those in need are
helped, and they overflow with thanks to God” (2
Corinthians 9:11-12 TLB).

Pastor Jess Slusher and | distributing back packs to

school children in Light City Church in Dulu Khurd
Lahore in November, 2013.

The Lord has been doing miraculous things
among the LLC people, many of whom use to be
Muslims. There are accounts of healings, deliver-
ance, Holy Spirit empowerment, elimination of
worship to shrines and revival among the youth.

The Extend Cam-
paign fund raisers could
be yard sales, bake sales,
auctions, special dinners,
change drives, etc. They

Would you prayerfully consider
getting involved to do one fund raiser
in the next year on behalf GBM? It

Schools for slave
children: The two
GBM Hope schools for
slave children in the
Punjab are located in
or next to brick yards.

Our Israel team: Front L - R: Keila Rooks, Pam Lundy, Jennifer Glover, Chelsea Schwick-

could include Pakistani
food, Kenyan tea, sewing
items, or some other idea
associated with the GBM
ministries.

There is also something wonderful about
originality. God’s people have amazing ideas. So,
if you have an idea for raising funds for GBM, you
can talk it over with your Pastor, youth pastor,
school principal, etc. I am willing to send photos,
posters, or anything else that I can to help. Just let
me know.

1 Here are some of the inter-
national ministries that GBM
has either created or of which
it is a part.

Church plants: GBM
planted two churches in the
Punjab region of Pakistan
under the supervision of Pastor
Asher Aziz.

Light City Church in Dulu
Khurd Lahore began in 2011
with 15 members. Today,
under the leadership of Pastor
Naveed Masih, the church has
150 members and 40 children.

LCC’s sister church in Sul-
| tan Town Raiwind was planted

~in 2013 with 10 members.
| Pastor Shafiq Masih currently
has 100 members and 25 chil-

ert, Sherry Wagner; Middle L dR: Kyle Rooks, Larry Starke, Liberty Fleming, Barbara dren.
Kurtz, Steve Rooks, Back LfR: D.C. Lundy, Jodi Starke, Charlie Kurtz, and Stan Fleming.

would be greatly appreciated.

They are the first
schools for slave chil-
dren in that region.
These were started under the supervision of Pastor
Rizwan Fazal.

The children work 12 hours a day, six days a
week, making bricks. Their parents, grand parents
and so on are all slaves living in small hovels
within the brickyards. Their lives are spent there
with no hope of release except through education.

In Pakistan, corporations can own people until
their debt is paid, like indentured servants of old
time, except worse; there is no time limit. So it
ends up being generational slavery. Each month
the slaves make much less for the bricks that they
create than they owe to the brick yard owners for
their homes, food, and clothes.

(Continued on Page 4)
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